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Course Expectations

Mrs. Sintros

“If all men were angels, there would be no need for government.” (Madison, Federalist 51)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This Civics course is designed to provide students with a fundamental and practical understanding of local, state and national government.  Several questions will be asked throughout the semester:

1. Why do we need government and how does the government affect our lives?   

2. What is the basic structure of our government?  

3. How are we protected and what are our rights as individuals?  

4. How can we be active, informed citizens and make a difference in society? 

During the semester, we will be examining the following topics:


•Nature and Purpose of Government



•The U.S. Constitution



•The Amendments to the Constitution



•Government in Action:  The Three Branches of Government



•Political Parties/Elections/Voting



•Local Government

•Ongoing Dynamic/Citizenship/Roles of a Citizen

CLASSROOM RULES:

1. Be respectful:

This is one of the most essential rules of the classroom (and in life).  Respect yourself, your classmates, your classroom, and Mrs. Sintros.  Be polite, cooperative, attentive, wait your turn to speak, and acknowledge that not everyone has the same opinions/beliefs.  Remember the HHS/HMS common ideals:  respect for others and responsibility for oneself. 
2. Be prepared:

This means coming to class on time with your: 

a. notebook (a 3 Ring Binder with a folder is requested)

b. pen/pencil

c. completed homework

3. Be a participant in class:  Thoughtful and respectful contributions to class discussions are encouraged.  Even if you tend to be quiet in class, challenge yourself to participate more.  A positive, enthusiastic attitude is required.  Disruptive, disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. 
4. No cell phones:  When you enter class, you are to place your cell phone on the back table.  Out of          site, out of mind.  Scholarly research has proven that performance, concentration, and focus in class goes up when cell phones are out of site.
REQUIREMENTS:

1. Homework:  Daily homework will be assigned and checked off at the beginning of class.  You are responsible for completing your homework assignments neatly in your binder.  Each assignment should be dated and on a separate page.  Homework assignments are posted on X2. 
2. “Week-in-Review”:  You are responsible for keeping up with current events by reading a daily newspaper (New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, BBC, Reuters, Concord Monitor, Union Leader), and/or listening to NPR (89.1FM). Throughout the semester, you will be prepare a “Week-in-Review” current events roundtable discussion during class.  More details will be forthcoming.  We will also be discussing current events at the beginning of class.

3. Quizzes:  Reading quizzes will be given on every chapter.  We will review the material prior to the quiz. 

4. Exams:  One exam will be given on every chapter or unit. 
5. Projects and Papers:  We will engage in debates on contemporary constitutional issues, write letters to members of Congress, and create Executive Branch policy proposals. 
6. Experiential Learning: One of the main components of this course is experiential learning to better understand government in action.  Throughout the semester, you are required to complete the following:

• attend a Local Government Meeting(s) for a minimum of 2 hours and complete an assigned essay. 

• participate in a Ride-Along with the Hopkinton Police Department 
• participate in a Mock Trial at the end of the semester

            In addition, we will take TWO class field trips:   

• Superior Court to attend a jury trial in either Concord or Manchester
• Edward M. Kennedy Institute in Boston to participate in a Senate Simulation
COMPETENCIES:  see attached sheet
HHS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY: A student who commits an act of academic dishonesty (first offense) will have the opportunity to complete a make-up.  The student will receive 50% of the earned grade on the make-up (i.e. a student who takes a make-up and receives an 80 will have a 40 entered in the gradebook.)  A make-up is only allowed on the first (school-wide) violation of the academic integrity policy. 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  I am available in the morning before school and in the afternoons.  Parents and students are welcome to email me at ksintros@sau66.org.  A successful education is a cooperative effort that involves the parents, students, and teachers.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  

This classroom is a safe environment that does not tolerate criticism, hostility,

rudeness, bullying, racism, sexism, or other forms of bigotry.

You are encouraged to think, laugh, discuss, and question openly.

I have read the class expectations sheet for Civics and agree to work hard and do my best all semester.

Student signature: ___________________________   Date:  ________  

