
	Department:  Social Studies
Course:  Civics

	Competency
	Indicators of Learning
	Formative Evidence
	Summative Evidence

	Nature and Purpose of Government
	Students will be able to explain the foundations of American government historically by referencing the ideas of  prominent political philosophers.  Students will also identify the major principles of American Government:  federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, republicanism.
	Students complete chart comparing 4 philosophers’ ideas and influence on U.S. government.  Students also analyze historical documents and events and match philosopher to event.

	Unit Exam with use of primary sources, news sources, and objective questions.  Debates on contemporary issues related to federalism:  drinking age, legalization of marijuana, death penalty, and physician assisted suicide.

	The U.S. Constitution
	Students will understand the influence of prominent historical documents (Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights) on the foundation of our government.  They will be able to explain the areas of compromise during the Constitutional Convention and identify the ultimate construct of the supreme law of the land.
	Students will compare historic documents and identify their direct impact on the creation of the U.S. Constitution.
	Quiz, Unit Exam.

	The Amendments to the Constitution
	Students will be able to identify the rights and freedoms provided by the 27 Amendments to the U.S. Constitution and the historical origins for each.
	Students will be able to explain the relevance of Amendments as they apply to current events and court cases.
Guest speakers:  Police Chief and Attorney discuss 4th Amendment rights and death penalty statute in NH.
	Constitution Day poster project, Unit Exam, case studies.  Essay question:  in your opinion, what should the next 3 Amendments to the U.S. Constitution be?


	Government in Action:  The Three Branches of Government
	Students will discuss the importance of checks and balances and how this principle results in the separation of powers.  Students will explain the structure, powers, and qualifications for office for the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Branches.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will compare the powers of the three branches and discuss current events as they relate to each branch.  Students will take a field trip to Superior Court or Federal District Court to witness a jury trial.
	Students will participate in a U.S. Senate Simulation at the Edward M. Kennedy Institute.  Students will also research a current bill in Congress and write a letter to Rep. or Senator.  Students will engage in a Mock Trial.  Students will present Executive Branch power points on varied topics.



	Political Parties/Elections/Voting
	Students will explain the origins of political parties in the U.S.  They will discuss the differences between the two major parties and the impact of third parties on elections.  Students will explain voter turnout in the U.S. and which demographics have the highest and the lowest turnout.
	Students will take an online party ideology assessment to determine party affiliation.  Students will study past elections and analyze voter turnout, campaign strategies, and party platforms.
	Students will research current political parties, candidates, and platforms.  Unit Exam with objective questions.  When Civics class is offered during Presidential election, students will hold a school-wide Mock Presidential Election. 

	Local Government
	Students will understand the structure and role of local government in Hopkinton.  Students will apply their knowledge of separation of powers and how it applies to local government.
	Students are required to attend 2 hours of a local government meeting and complete a written assessment of their observations.  Local government officials will guest speak in class about their role in Hopkinton.  Students will analyze Town Meeting and School District Reports to prepare. 
	Students will write a two-page assessment based on their observations of the town meeting.  Quiz on local government committees and boards’ roles and responsibilities.








