“This Government was Made for You and Me”
(Sung to Woody Guthrie’s “This Land is Your Land”)

By Dan Marcus

	 This land is your land
It’s not a King’s land
We have elections
And representation
Yes we got from monarchy
To a republican democracy
So, this government was made for you and me

In the Feudal system
Land was the rule then
But Lords needed workers
so they had to give in
This led to negotiation
For some compensation
And the idea of contract in government was born

King John needed money
The Baron’s said surely
Just give up the absolute power
Of your monarchy
And John was so hard up
he signed the Magna Carta
The first limitation on the monarchy

(Chorus)

Now when Jamestown grew bigger
They needed to figure
Out a way to make the
Toughest decisions
So they sent delegates
To the House of Burgesses
The first legislature in the colonies

	And on the Mayflower
They fought for hours and hours
About who was going to run things
And have all the power
So they made a contract
Called the Mayflower Compact
And the rule of law was set for everybody

(Chorus)

John Locke wrote “Two Treatises”
Thomas Jefferson liked to read it
And natural rights sounded better
Than divine right did
So we declared independence
From the King and Parliament
A revolutionary move for the colonies

And then we had a convention
In 1787
And started a new government
With a new constitution
And it’s based on popular sovereignty 
Which empowers “We the People” you see
So this government was made for you and me

This land is your land
It’s not a King’s land
We have elections
And representation
Yes we got from monarchy
To a republican democracy
This government was made for you and me






“The Seven Articles of the Constitution”

By Dan Marcus

Extra, extra, read all about the
seven articles of the Constitution

Article One, is for Congressman
And it establishes terms and rules for elections
And in Section 8, it enumerates
Congress’ powers and limitations

Article Two, made sure the presidents knew
The extent of their power (but it still grew…)
As commander in chief, and to make treaties
But don’t forget Presidents can still be impeached

Article Three, for the Judiciary
Created the Supreme Court and its jurisdiction
It’s a little bit mute, about judicial review
But lays out the standards to prove treason

Article Four, says no state can ignore
Its loyalty to republican government
Article Five, keeps change alive
By creating a process for amendment

Article Six, supremacy and debts
Ensures the power of the central government
Article Seven, ratification
It’s how it became the law of our nation

The Preamble, is not an article
But a statement of goals for “We the People”
Justice and defense, domestic tranquility
Welfare and liberty for our posterity

Preamble – A statement of goals
Article One – for Congressman
Article Two – The President’s rules
Article Three – The Judiciary
Articles Four – The states know the score
Article Five – The amendment guide
Article Six – Supremacy and debts
Article Seven – Ratification

“The 10 Bills of Rights”
(Sung to “The 12 Days of Christmas”)

By Dan Marcus

	In the 1st Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(1)The 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 2nd Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 3rd Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 4th Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(4)No illegal searches,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 5th Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(5)Due process and rights for property
(4)No illegal searches,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 6th Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(6)Criminal trial rights,
(5)Due process and rights for property
(4)No illegal searches,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 7th Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(7)Civil trial rights,
(6)Criminal trial rights,
(5)Due process and rights for property
(4)No illegal searches,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

	In the 8th Bill of Right, the  Congress proposed for me,
(8)Fair fines, bail and punishment,
(7)Civil trial rights,
(6)Criminal trial rights,
(5)Due process and rights for property
(4)No illegal searches,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 9th Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(9)Other unlisted rights,
(8)Fair fines, bail and punishment,
(7)Civil trial rights,
(6)Criminal trial rights,
(5)Due process and rights for property
(4)No illegal searches,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech

In the 10th Bill of Right, the Congress proposed for me,
(10)Remaining powers to states or people,
(9)Other unlisted rights,
(8)Fair fines, bail and punishment,
(7)Civil trial rights,
(6)Criminal trial rights,
(5)Due process and rights for property
(4)No illegal searches,
(3)No quartering troops
(2)The right to bear arms
(1)And the 5 freedoms of religion and speech







“Three Branches”

By Dan Marcus

	There are three branches of our government
Legislative, Executive and Judicial too
And each has a different power regarding law
Making it, enforcing it, and interpreting it too

Now Congress has the power to legislate
The enumerated powers are in Article I, Section 8
And they can tax and spend and borrow and regulate
Immigration, weights and measures and commerce when it’s interstate
And if the power isn’t listed they can still make a law
They’ll say it’s necessary and proper, that elastic little clause
But there are some limits on the Congress after all
Like no bills of attainder, or ex post facto laws 

Yes there are three branches of our government
Legislative, Executive and Judicial too
And each represents a different part of society
National, state and local and fundamental rights too

Well there is only one President of the United States
So at the top of this hierarchy, there isn’t much debate
But there are some duties the President will delegate
To his Cabinet on such issues as treasury and state
And we started with just four but now there are fifteen
Secretaries sitting atop this huge bureaucracy
From the FBI to the Census Bureau and FDA
OSHA, FAFSA, NASA, the IRS and FAA
	Yes there are three branches of our government
Legislative, Executive and Judicial too
And by dividing up the duties of our government
We get separation of powers, checks and balances too

Now when you make laws and enforce them some may disagree
So you need someone to judge, that’s the judiciary
And there are three places where are federal court case could be
District Court, Court of Appeals and at the top is the Supreme
And the case must deal with federal law or the Constitution
Otherwise you won’t have proper subject matter jurisdiction
But note Article III doesn’t mention judicial review
It took Marbury vs. Madison to make that all come true

Well there are three branches of our government
Legislative, Executive and Judicial too
And once you understand all of the references in this song
You be a Constitutional scholar and a better citizen too!








“Voter”
(A parody of Taylor Swift’s “Lover”)
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
By Dan Marcus

They’ll leave the campaign signs up until November
Because this is our country, we make the rules
And there’s a mysterious craze as election day grows nearer
Is it a midterm election or has it been four years?

(Chorus)
Will you go to the polls?
Will you learn what you need to know… about candidates and issues,
And take the time to be informed?
Say “it’s my franchise, I’m…  a voter”

Then we’ll watch the election results in our living rooms
And see, this is our country, we make the call
But I’m highly suspicious of people who say they voted
It’s usually only about 50%, but we need them all

(Chorus)

Ladies and gentlemen, will you please stand
And see that the ballot’s been placed in your hand
A power’s been given you must understand… voter
Let’s do it now for the red, white and blue
It could end well, but it’s all up to you
Swear to be over prepared and be true as a… voter
And you’ll have a say about your country
Most places don’t listen to people like you and me… voter

(Chorus)



“The North and the South”

By Dan Marcus

	The settlers who came
To Virginia and Mass Bay
Began this American Nation
The North made its way
With cities and trade
In the south it was rural plantation
The North wanted central control
The South wanted the states to rule

And the North and the South
Couldn’t figure it out
At the convention the issue was mired
And for 74 years
The expansion it tears
Another state, another iron in the fire

Kansas was bled
Harriet Beecher Stowe was read
And John Brown was a symbol to all
To abolitionists a saint
But in the south they were afraid
while Dred Scott settled nothing at all
The vote in the South Douglas split
And the North voted Lincoln President

And the North and the South
Couldn’t figure it out
Although Lincoln said, “we are not enemies but friends”
South Carolina secedes
Then 10 more did leave
A northern army called up to defend

	The South at Bull Run
Defended Richmond
Inspired by “Stonewall” Jackson
So many laid low
At the church of Shiloh
A reputation made for Sherman
Chancellorsville went perfect for Lee
While Farragut easily took New Orleans

And the North and the South
Couldn’t figure it out
No decisive battles were waged
Lee invaded the North
Georgia felt “total war”
Over 600,000 young graves

In Gettysburg, P.A.
Lee made his mistake
His army would finally retreat
And Vicksburg did cave
On the same day
A northern victory was now within reach
At Appomattox the cease fire was signed
But how do you heal such a divide?

The North and the South
Couldn’t figure it out
John Wilkes Booth took away honest Abe
And the laws that were made
Were undermined by Johnson then Hayes
And we still fight this battle today…







