
Co ns t itut io n Da y  P la y  
Writ te n a nd P e rfo rme d by  Cha rl ine  B ro w n a nd the  6 th g ra de  
s tude nts  o f  Mo nt  Ve rno n Vil la g e  S c ho o l  o n 9 / 1 7 / 2 0 1 5 .  
 
Ca s t : 
 
Production As s is tant     
Hos t        
Ge orge  Was hington    Stude nt 1     
Be n Franklin     Stude nt 2  
Jame s  Madis on     Stude nt 3  
T homas  Je ffe rs on    Stude nt 4  
John Adams      Stude nt 5  
Char le s  Sumne r      Stude nt 6  
Sus an B. Anthony    Stude nt 7  
Carr ie  Chapman Catt    Stude nt 8  
 
 
As  the  play be gins , the  hos t and pane l of founding fa the rs  and 
mothe rs  will be  ge tting re ady on the  s tage . 

P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt  will be  quickly walking around making s ure  
things  are  re ady for  s how- time . 

P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt :  Make - up.  We  ne e d make - up, pe ople .  
Ge orge  Was hington is  looking a  little  was he d out and Sus an B. 
Anthony has  s ome  hair  out of place .  Come  on, pe ople .  And for  
goodne s s  s ake s , will s ome one  ple as e  wake  up Be njamin Franklin.  
Five  Minute s  to a ir . 

P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt  come s  down into the  audie nce . 

P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt :  Ok, fr ie nds .  T hanks  for  joining us  today 
on s e t.  We  are  s o e xcite d to have  you as  a  live  s tudio audie nce  for  
our  award winning s how, “In T he ir  Own Words .”  Our  program today 



is  brought to you by e ndowme nt from the  Cons titution Ce nte r  of the  
Unite d State s  and by ge ne rous  donation from the  s tude nts  a t Mont 
Ve rnon Village  School.  Are  you e xcite d for  today’s  program?  I s ure  
am!  You know what happe ns  today?  YOU ge t to me e t a  founding 
fa the r !  YOU ge t to me e t a  founding mothe r !  YOU ge t to me e t a  
founding fa the r ! (P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt  joins  the  audie nce  and 
points  to many me mbe rs  in the  s ame  manne r .) 

P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt :  Ok, pe ople .  We  go live  in 5- 4- 3- 2- 1. 

Ho s t :  Good Morning, and we lcome  to our  s how, “In T he ir  Own 
Words ”.  I am your  hos t, Barbara  Wilcox.  T oday, we  have  the  
wonde rful pr ivile ge  of we lcoming s ome  of our  Founding Fathe rs  and 
Founding Mothe rs  to the  s how. 

P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt :  Don’t forge t our  Founding Mothe rs  a ls o!  
His tory s ome time s  forge ts  about the  mothe rs … 

Ho s t :  (Acting Annoye d) We lcome  Ge orge  Was hington.  You are  
famous  for  your  trans mitta l le tte r  of the  ne w Cons titution to 
Congre s s  on Se pte mbe r  17, 1787.  Our  audie nce  wants  to know your  
thoughts . 

Ge o rg e  Wa s hing to n: 

“In all our  de libe rations  on this  s ubje ct, we  ke pt s te adily in our  vie w, 
that which appe ars  to us  the  gre ate s t inte re s t of e ve ry true  
Ame r ican, the  cons olidation of our  Union, in which is  involve d our  
pros pe r ity, fe lic ity, s afe ty, pe rhaps  our  national e x is te nce .  T his  
impor tant cons ide ration, s e r ious ly and de e ply impre s s e d on our  
minds , le d e ach s ta te  in the  Conve ntion to be  le s s  r igid on points  of 
infe r ior  magnitude , than might have  be e n othe rwis e  e xpe cte d; and 
thus  the  Cons titution, which we  now pre s e nt, is  the  re s ult of a  s pir it  
of amity.” 

S tude nt  1 : Wow, Ge orge !  What big words  you us e .  What Ge orge  
is  re ally trying to te ll you is  that the  whole  time  the  founding fathe rs  



we re  wr iting the  Cons titution, the y always  ke pt the ir  focus  on 
providing a  s trong, unifie d gove rnme nt of the  pe ople , for  the  pe ople  
and by the  pe ople .  Eve n though all of the  s ta te s ’ de le gate s  had 
diffe re nt pr ior itie s , and had trouble  agre e ing, the y all we re  willing to 
compromis e  for  the  good of the  country. 

Ho s t :  Now onto the  be love d Be njamin Franklin.  You we re  known 
for  your  many s pe e che s , e s pe cially for  whe n you addre s s e s  the  
Cons titutional Conve ntion.  Your  thoughts . 

B e nja min Fra nklin: 

“In the s e  s e ntime nts , Sir , I agre e  to this  Cons titution with a ll its  
faults , if the y are  s uch.  I doubt too whe the r  any othe r  Conve ntion 
we  can obtain may be  able  to make  a  be tte r  Cons titution.  For  whe n 
you as s e mble  a  numbe r  of me n to have  the  advantage  of the ir  joint 
wis dom, you ine vitably as s e mble  with thos e  me n, a ll the ir  pre judice s , 
the ir  pas s ions , the ir  e r rors  of opinion, the ir  local inte re s ts , and the ir  
s e lfis h vie ws .  From s uch an As s e mbly can a  pe r fe ct production be  
e xpe cte d?  It  the re fore  as tonis he s  me , Sir , to find this  s ys te m 
approaching s o ne ar  to pe r fe ction as  it  doe s .” 

S tude nt  2 :  Now, Be n, you always  did have  a  fla ir  for  ove r  
dramatizing.  We ’ll put up with you be ing s uch a  drama king be caus e  
we  have  you to thank for  bifocals  and the  Franklin Stove . You ne e d 
to s top trying to confus e  the s e  wonde rful pe ople .  I’ll trans la te  for  
ya , Be n.  Whe n you ge t a  group of pe ople  toge the r  from diffe re nt 
backgrounds , the y all will br ing the ir  diffe re nt opinions , e xpe r ie nce s  
and ide as  to the  proje ct.  In thos e  conditions  can we  e xpe ct a  pe r fe ct 
outcome ?  No way.  But, we  we re  c los e .  Re ally c los e . 

Ho s t :  No wonde r  you are  a  natural tre as ure .  Jame s  Madis on, I 
know you have  an opinion about the  Cons titution.  On June  8 th, 1789 
you pre s e nte d your  cas e  to the  Hous e  of Re pre s e ntative s  for  
ame nding the  ne w Cons titution.  Would you e laborate  on your  
comme nts ? 



 

Ja me s  Ma dis o n: 

“T hat the re  be  pre fixe d to the  cons titution a  de claration – T hat a ll 
powe r  is  or iginally ve s te d in, and cons e que ntly de r ive d from the  
pe ople .  T hat gove rnme nt is  ins titute d, and ought to be  e xe rcis e d for  
the  be ne fit of the  pe ople ; which cons is ts  in the  e njoyme nt of life  and 
libe r ty, with the  r ight of acquir ing and us ing prope r ty, and ge ne rally 
of purs uing and obtaining happine s s  and s afe ty.  T hat the  pe ople  
have  an indubitable , unalie nable , and inde fe as ible  r ight to re form 
the ir  gove rnme nt, whe ne ve r  it  be  found adve rs e  or  inade quate  to the  
purpos e s  of its  ins titution.” 

S tude nt  3 :  Re ally pe ople , that de s e rve s  s ome  applaus e .  He ’s  not 
known as  the  “Fathe r  of the  Cons titution” for  nothing!  Le ave  it  to 
Madis on to re mind us  of the  purpos e  of gove rnme nt.  It  is  me ant to 
s e rve  the  pe ople .  T he  pe ople  have  r ights , and the  gove rnme nt 
s hould a lways  s uppor t and re cognize  thos e  r ights .  And, if our  
gove rnme nt no longe r  s e rve s  us , the  pe ople …we ll, CHECK YA 
LAT ER!   

Ho s t :  Now, T homas  Je ffe rs on had s ome  ide as  about our  ne w 
gove rnme nt.  What we re  your  thoughts  on the  Cons titution? 

T ho ma s  Je f fe rs o n: 

“I am captivate d by the  compromis e  of the  oppos ite  c la ims  of the  
gre at and little  s ta te s , of the  la tte r  to e qual, and the  forme r  to 
propor tional influe nce .  I am much ple as e d, too, with the  s ubs titution 
of the  me thod of voting by pe rs ons , ins te ad of that of voting by 
s ta te s ;” 

S tude nt  4 :  T om, you always  we re  the  kindly s or t!  We  appre ciate  
your  s uppor t, e s pe cially s ince  you are  s uch an impor tant guy.  
T homas  Je ffe rs on re ally like d that the  cons titutional conve ntion 
de le gate s  we re  able  to compromis e  about the  two hous e s  in 



congre s s  – the  Hous e  of Re pre s e ntative s  and the  Se nate .  He  als o 
appre ciate d that the  pe ople  had the  ultimate  s ay in gove rnme nt.  
Some one  s hould e le ct that guy pre s ide nt!  Oh, wait.  T he y alre ady 
did! 

Ho s t :  (Said in re s pons e  to a  ve ry re s tle s s  John Adams ) Now, s e ttle  
down, John Adams .  You’ve  be e n chomping at the  bit to have  your  
s ay. 

Jo hn Ada ms : 

 
T he  s cie nce  of gove rnme nt, it  is  my duty to s tudy, more  than all 
othe r  s cie nce s ; the  ar ts  of le gis la tion and adminis tra tion and 
ne gotia tion ought to take  the  place  of, inde e d e xclude , in a  manne r , 
a ll othe r  ar ts . I mus t s tudy politics  and war , that our  s ons  may have  
libe r ty to s tudy mathe matics  and philos ophy. Our  s ons  ought to s tudy 
mathe matics  and philos ophy, ge ography, natural his tory and naval 
archite cture , navigation, comme rce  and agr iculture  in orde r  to give  
the ir  childre n a  r ight to s tudy painting, poe try, mus ic , archite cture , 
tape s try and porce lain. 
 
 
S tude nt  5 :  What a  thoughtful quote  from a man who was  known for  
his  fie ry te mpe r  and impuls ive ne s s !  John Adams  kne w that the  
Founding Fathe rs  we re  as s uming a  BIG re s pons ibility.  T he y ne e de d 
to s tudy the  Cons titution – ins ide  and out, backwards  and forwards .  
Gove rnme nt offic ia ls  ne e de d to be  a  community of planne rs  s o that 
our  ne w gove rnme nt would s tand the  te s t of time .  In that way, the  
future  would be  s e cure  e nough for  ge ne rations  to follow to live  a  life  
of pros pe r ity and happine s s . 
 

Ho s t :  T he re  are  s ome  pe ople  who would argue  that the  Cons titution 
was  flawe d.  Our  ne xt pane l me mbe rs  have  a  fe w things  to s ay about 
that.  I’ll s tar t with you Char le s  Sumne r .  In your  addre s s  to the  



Se nate  on Apr il 8 , 1864 you argue d for  the  pas s age  of the  T hir te e nth 
Ame ndme nt. 

Cha rle s  S umne r: 

“Shame ful and ir ra tional as  is  s lave ry, it  is  not more  s hame ful or  
ir ra tional that uns uppor te d inte rpre tation which unde r take s  to make  
your  Cons titution the  final guardian and cons e rvator  of this  te r r ible , 
unpardonable  de nial of human r ights .  Human r ights  cannot be  take n 
away by any indire ction or  any vain imagining of s ome thing that was  
inte nde d but was  not s aid, and, as  a  natural cons e que nce , that 
s lave ry can e xis t-  if e x is t a t a ll- only by vir tue  of a  pos itive  te x t, and 
that what is  true  of s lave ry is  true  a ls o of a ll its  incide nts ; that in a ll 
inte rpre tation of the  Cons titution, that cardinal pr incipal mus t ne ve r  
for  a  mome nt be  out of mind, but mus t be  ke pt e ve r  forward as  guide  
and mas te r , that s lave ry cannot s tand on infe re nce .”  

S tude nt  6 :  Char le s  was  one  s ympathe tic  guy!  He  kne w that the  
Cons titution was  me ant to prote ct the  libe r tie s  of a ll c itize ns  of our  
Unite d State s .  Almos t 80 ye ars  la te r , he  s poke  in favor  of a  
Cons titutional Ame ndme nt that would ge t r id of s lave ry once  and for  
a ll.  HAZZAH!  For , you s e e , Chuck didn’t imagine  that any human 
be ing could acce pt that the  Cons titution s hould jus t s tand by while  a  
group of pe ople  we re  tre ate d like  prope r ty.  T hanks  to him, and 
many othe rs , we  have  a  thir te e nth ame ndme nt to the  Cons titution. 

Ho s t :  Our  ne xt gue s t is  a  pas s ionate  s pe ake r , a  s oldie r , s o- to-
s pe ak, in the  fight for  wome n’s  r ights .  I know that Sus an B. Anthony 
has  a  fe w comme nts  to make . 

S us a n B .  Antho ny : 

“T he  pre amble  of the  Fe de ral Cons titution s ays : “We , the  pe ople  of 
the  Unite d State s , in orde r  to form a more  pe r fe ct union, e s tablis h 
jus tice , ins ure  dome s tic  tranquility, provide  for  the  common de fe ns e , 
promote  the  ge ne ral we lfare , and s e cure  the  ble s s ings  of libe r ty to 



ours e lve s  and our  pos te r ity, do ordain and e s tablis h this  Cons titution 
for  the  Unite d State s  of Ame r ica.” It  was  we , the  pe ople ; not we , the  
white  male  c itize ns ; nor  ye t we , the  male  c itize ns ; but we , the  whole  
pe ople , who forme d the  Union.  And we  forme d it , not to give  the  
ble s s ings  of libe r ty, but to s e cure  the m; not to the  half of ours e lve s  
and the  half of our  pos te r ity, but to the  whole  pe ople  — wome n as  
we ll as  me n. And it  is  a  downr ight mocke ry to ta lk to wome n of the ir  
e njoyme nt of the  ble s s ings  of libe r ty while  the y are  de nie d the  us e  of 
the  only me ans  of s e cur ing the m provide d by this  de mocratic-
re publican gove rnme nt — the  ballot. 
 
P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt  (Said from off s tage ):  Ame n, Sis ta! 
 
S tude nt  7 :  Go ge t ‘e m, Sue !  You re ally know how to fire  up the  
pe ople !  He re  we  are , a  ne ar  de cade  afte r  the  Cons titutional 
Ame ndme nt to abolis h s lave ry.  And wome n s till do not have  the  
s ame  r ights  that are  afforde d to me n by the  Cons titution.  Now Sue  
was  a  woman who s tood up to he r  pr inciple s .  She  gave  this  s pe e ch 
afte r  be ing convicte d of voting in the  pre s ide ntia l e le ction of 1872, 
which, of cours e , s he  was n’t a llowe d to do be caus e  s he  was  fe male .  
Plus , you s e e  that face ?  It’s  on a  coin.  Can you s ay that? 

Ho s t :  And las t, but ce r ta inly not le as t, we  have  the  wonde rful 
Carr ie  Chapman Catt joining us  with he r  re marks  about the  
ra tification of the  Nine te e nth Ame ndme nt. 

Ca rrie  Cha pma n Ca tt : 

T he  vote  is  the  e mble m of your  e quality, wome n of Ame r ica , the  
guarante e  of your  libe r ty. T hat vote  of yours  has  cos t millions  of 
dollars  and the  live s  of thous ands  of wome n. Mone y to car ry on this  
work has  be e n give n us ually as  a  s acr ifice , and thous ands  of wome n 
have  gone  without things  the y wante d and could have  had in orde r  
that the y might he lp ge t the  vote  for  you. Wome n 



have  s uffe re d agony of s oul which you can ne ve r  compre he nd, that 
you and your  daughte rs  might inhe r it  political fre e dom. T hat v ote  has  
be e n cos tly . Prize  it! 
 
S tude nt  8 :  I fe e l you, Carr ie !  You we re  s uch an ins pirational 
thinke r  and s pe ake r .  And your  me s s age  – we ll we  could a ll le arn to 
be  a  little  more  thankful and appre ciate  what othe rs  do for  us .  It  is  
good to be  re minde d that many, many, many pe ople  worke d hard to 
make  s ure  that a  Cons titutional Ame ndme nt was  made  that afforde d 
wome n the  r ight to vote .  It  only took until 1920!  T his  was  we ll afte r  
the  inve ntion of the  te le phone , automobile  and airplane !  I gue s s  
be tte r  la te  than ne ve r . 
 

Ho s t :  And that’s  about a ll we  have  time  for  on today’s  program, “In 
T he ir  Own Words ”.  T hanks  for  joining us .  We  hope  you’ve  e njoye d 
our  pane l dis cus s ion today.  Don’t forge t Cons titution Day on 
Se pte mbe r  17 th e ach ye ar . 

 

P ro duc t io n As s is ta nt :  T hank you s o much for  be ing the  be s t 
s tudio audie nce  e ve r !  We  hope  you e njoye d our  pre s e ntation! 

	
  


